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PROCEEDINGS 

OF    A    ^riSClAIi    »K»MIOIf 

OF  THE 

MUNICIPAL    COUNCiL 

OF  THE 

COUNTY  OF  WELL  AND. 


m 


8EC0NI)     Sra-^SIO.V.  -SPK  JI.VL. 


REQUISITION. 

To  D.  KILLINS,  Ksq., 

"Warden  of  the  County  of  Welland. 

Sin,  -  We,  the  under8i«^ned  Reeves  and  Deputy  Reeves  of  Ro^„,,;y„„  f„, 
the  several  Municipahties  in  the  County  of  Welland,  beg  si»  ci»iJi««tiii« 
respectfully  to  represent  that  in  our  opinion  a  Special  Meet- 
ing of  the  Council  should  be  held  forth v/ith,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Petition  ot  William  Edgar  and  Edward  R. 
Kent,  both  of  the  City  of  IIamilton,in  reference  to  the  Marsh 
Lands  purchased  by  them  and  Mr.  Watkins,  and  to  take 
such  action  thereon  as  may  be  deemed  most  expedient  and 
beneficial  for  the  County,  or  at  the  same  time   enable  the  ; 

Petitioners  to  go  on  to  work  and  develope  the  resources  of 
the  said  lands. 
County  of  Welland,  March  24th,  1868. 

WILLSON  LEMON,  D'y  Reeve,  Stamford 
GEO.  W.  TAYLOR,  Reeve,  do      .. 

^r  A.  SCH WALLER,  Reeve,  Thorold. 

PETER  BECKETT,  D'y  Reeve,  Pelham.    • 
'      JAMES  HENDERSON,  Reev^,  Crowland. 
JOSEPH  GARNER,  Reeve,  Pelham. 
CHARLES  TREBLE,  Reeve.  Fort  Erie. 
MATTHEW  SEBURN,  D'y  Reeve,  Thorold 

Township. 
ALEX.  LATTIMORE,  D'y  Reeve,  Wainneet. 
M.  F.  HANEY,  Reeve,  Humberstone. 


•/■; 


CmmU  met 
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Hotioe— 
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In  pnrraance  of  the  foregoinir  Keqnisition,  the  Council 
met  at  the  Grand  Jury  Room  in  the  Court  House  at  the  Yil- 
lage  of  Welland,in  the  County  of  Welland,  on  Tuesday  the 
7th  day  of  April,  1868,  at  8  o'clock  P.  M.,  in  Special  Session. 

The  Warden  in  the  chair.  >> 

Members  Present.— Messrs  Bamett,  Beckett,  Garner, 
Haney,  Henderson,  Hooker,  Kirkpatrick,  Lattimore,  Learn, 
Lee,  liemoD,  Marshall,  Matthews,  Miller,  Sebum,  Schwal* 
ler,  Taylor  and  Treble— 18.  , 

The  Warden  read  the  foregoing  Bequisition,  and  briefly 
explained  the  object  of  the  meeting  as  set  out  in  the  Requi- 
sition, and  stated  that  Messrs.  Edgar  and  Kent,  being  both 
in  attendance,  would,  if  the  Council  desired  it,  be  able  to 
explain  their  views  more  fully  than  he,  the  Warden,  could 
do.  ^ 

The  Warden  went  on  to  state  that  this  being  a  session 
called  for  a  special  purposey  the  Council  would  not  be  ex- 
pected to  take  up  any  general  matters  of  business,  never- 
theless he  would  (inasmuch  as  the  public  interest  might 
require  some  action  thereon  immediately  lay  before  the 
Council  the  Correspondence  between  the  Clerk  and  Robt. 
A.  Harrison,  Esq.,  Q.  C,  with  reference  to  Brown's  Bridge, 
embracing  the  legal  opinion  of  Mr.  Harrison  on  the  ques* 
tion  submitted  to  him— which  opinion  he  read  to  the  Coun- 
cil. 

,.  Moved  by  Mr.  Treble,  seconded  by  Mr.  Learn,  and 

Resolved^  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  give  public  No- 
tice in  accordance  with  29  and  30  Vic,  Cap.  51,  Section  9S3, 
and  Subsections  1, 2, 3, 4,  thataBy-law  will  be  passed  at  the 
June  Session  of  the  County  Council,  for  the  jjurpose  of  tak- 
ing down  and  the  complete  removal  of  a  Bridge  across  the 
Welland  River,  commonly  known  as  Brown's  Bridge. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Treble,  seconded  by  Mr.  Garner, 

That  this  Council  do  now  adjourn  and  stand  adjourned 
for  30  minutes. 

At  \  past  4  o'clock  the  Council  adjourned  in  pursuance  of 
the  motion. 

At  i  to  5  the  Council  resumed.  .       -    t' 


.»i;(  A 


;'r.ti 


Mr.  Lemon  brought  up  the  Petition  of  William  Edgar  and 
Edward  R.  Kent,  praying  for  relief  with  reference  to  the 
Marah  Lands  purchased  by  them  and  by  Mr.  Wutkins,  up- 
on condition  that  they  »ro  forward  immediately  and  devel- 
op their  lands  for  purpose  of  Peat  manufacture.  „ 
Moved  by  Mr.  Treble,  seconded  by  Mr.  Garner,  r ' 
That  this  Council  do  now  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  relief  asked  for  in  the  Pe- 
tition of  William  Edgar  and  Edward  R.  Kent.     -;  •  ^   ?. 

The  Council  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  pur- 
suance of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Barnett,  in  the  chair. 

The  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Moved  by  Dr.  Haney,  seconded  by  Mr.  Henderson, 

That  this  Council  do  now  adjourn  to  meet  again  to-mor- 
row morning  at  the  hour  of  9  o'clock.  • . ;  ,,^  ■ ...      ,. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Hooker,  seconded  by  Mr.  Learn,  in  Ameiid- 
ment,  ;':  •■  r -•■•  ■' 

That  all  in  the  Original  Motion  after  the  word  "That"  be 
expunged  and  the  following  inserted  -  this  Council  do  now 
adjourn  to  meet  again  at  |  past  7  o'clock  this  evening. 

Which  Amendment  being  proposed  to  the  Council  was 
lost  on  a  division. 

The  Original  Motion  being  again  proposed  was  carried 
on  a  division. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  ^  past  6,  in  pursuance  of  the 
motion. 
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SECOND  DAY-MORNING  SESSION.     ' 

Wednesday,  April  8th,  1868. 

The  Council  met  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. ;  . 

The  Warden  in  the  chair. 

Members  Present.— Messrs.  Barnett,  Beckett,  Garner, 
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llrtiiey,  llouderson,  Hooker,  Kirkpatrick,  LnHimnro,  Loam, 
lieo,  Lemon,  Marshall,  Matlhovvs,  Miller,  8ch waller,  Se- 
bum, Taylor  and  Treble    18.  -  .   ,   , 

The  Minutes  of  yesterdav  were  read  by  the  Clerk  and 
approved  by  the  Council.  .vf 

Mr.  Lemon  brought  up  th':i  Petition  of  \Vm.  Green,  pray- 
ing for  the  appointment  of  a  Bridge  Tender  to  the  "Mon- 
trose Bridge,"  which  was  read  to  the  Council  and  laid  on 
the  Table. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Garner,  seconded  by  Mr.  Treble, 

That  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  ol  William  Green,  havinjl: 
reference  to  the  swinging  of  the  Montrose  Bridge,  cannot 
be  entertained. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Garner,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ilenderson,- 

That  this  Council  do  now  again  go  into  Committee  af  the 
AV^hoIe  to  consider  the  Petition  of  Messrs.  Kdgar  and  Kent. 

The  Council  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  pur- 
suance of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Barnett  in  the  Chair. 

The  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  again  immediately  after  the  mid-day  recess.        • 

Moved  by  Mr.  Garner,  seconded  by  Mr.  Schwaller, 

That  the  Council  do  now  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  2 
o'clock  this  afternoon. 

The  Council  adjourned  at  a  \  past  12  o'clock,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  motion. 


ANUIIMd 


Committee  or 
Whele-Edgiir 


SECOND  DAY- AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

At  two  o'clock  the  Council  resumed. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Garner,  seconded  by  Mr.  Treble, 

That  this  Council  do  again  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  consider  the  Petition  of  Messrs.  Edgar  and  Kent. 

The  Cpuncil  went  into  Committee  accordingly.      v»i^^r 


Mr.  Barnett  in  the  Chair. 


'•'4'u-t'ri'. 


KfBt 


Th«  CominitUM'  roso  ami  roportodlho  rollowiiiflf  with  rof- 
«>riMico  to  the  Petition  of  William  Kdgar  and  K.  U.  Kent,  ronraMiiiikw 
KHquires,  now  under  consideration : 

That  this  Council,  in  order  to  meet  the  views  of  Messrs* 
Kdgar  and  Kent,  the  TetitionerH,  do  grant  the  following : 
and  that  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  carry  out  the  same  : 

1.  That  the  claims  of  this  Council  upon  the  North  halves 
ol  IjoIs  8U,  81,  N  and  si.  Con.  3.  HumberBtone,  equal  4(M) 
»er«8;  upon  I/Ot«l,  9  And  ^  Can  S.  WahrilQct,  cqn&l  800 
acres ;  And  upon  tho  South  halves  of  Lots  1,  2  and  3,  Con. 
4,  Wainfloct,  equal  300  acres,  being  1300  ocros  in  all,  inclu- 
ding all  settlement  duties  not  performed,  be  discharged  up- 
on payment  by  the  Petitioners  of  the  sum  of  Two  Thous- 
and and  Sixty  Dollars-  any  mistake  in  figures  or  calcula- 
tions nevertheless  to  bo  corrected.— the  moneys  already 
paid  by  them  and  those  under  whom  they  hold,  being  ap- 
plied to  their  credit  on  these  1300  acres. 

3.  That  the  balance  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  said  Peti- 
tioners, up  to  the  lirst  day  of  May,  1868,  be  ascertained,  and 
that  the  same  be  payable  in  eight  equal  annual  installmeiits 
with  interest  on  the  whole  principal  sum  unpaid  annually 
from  that  date,  the  first  of  such  in^^tallmeiit  of  principal  to 
fall  due  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1870,  and  that  payment 
thereof  be  secured  by  a  Mortgage  upon  the  remaining  1750 
acres  of  land  held  by  them  (in  the  name  of  Mr,  Watkins), 
and  that  all  taxes  now  unpaid  on  all  the  said  3050  acres  of 
land  form  part  of  such  indebtedness,  and  be  included  in 
such  mortgage ;  but  that  the  settlement  duties  on  these  last 
mentioned  lands  be  required  to  be  performed  by  Covenant 
in  such  mortgage  as  now  subsisting. 

3.  That  the  Petitioners  Be  granted  the  privilege,  free  of 
charge,  to  construct  and  use  tramways  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  peat  or  other  material  on  all  roads  and  roadways  be- 
longing to  this  Council,  the  public  travel  thereon,  neverthe- 
less, not  to  be  obstructed  or  hindered  by  such  tramways.    .. 

4.  That  in  consideration  hereof,  the  said  Clerk  be  in- 
structed to  take  such  security  or  guarantee  from  the  Peti- 
tioners, or  other  parties  liable,  that  they  will  in  good  faith 


9BSS 


<f  •••• 


A— adawnt 


8      , 

{CO  forward  and  cxpond  a  sum  of  not  loss  than  Twenty 
Thousand  Dollars  within  one  year,  and  other  Twenty 
Thousand  Dollars  within  two  years  from  the  date  hefeof, 
through  a  Joint  Stock  Company  or  otherwise,  in  the  man- 
facture  of  peat,  or  in  otherwise  developing:  the  said  1300 
acres  of  land,  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  and  be  approved  by 
the  Warden  and  the  said  Clerk.     . 

Moved  by  Mr.  Treble,  seconded  by  Mr.  Garner,         '  •  ■ 

That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  bo  coh* 
curredin. 

Moved  by  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lee,  in 
Amendment, 

That  the  Petition  af  Messrs.  ]i!dgar  and  Kent  for  relief  on 
Marsh  Lands  purchased,  be  met  as  follows  : 

That  the  Thirteen  Hundred  Acres  which  they  ask  to 
have  the  Mortgage  discharged  from  be  agreed  to,  upon 
theirpaying  the  money  due  thereon,  and  that  the  money 
already  paid  to  the  County  on  the  whole  purchase  be 
credited  uiK>n  such  Mortgages,  and  this  upon  condition 
that  they  proceed  to  work  the  peat  beds  supposed  to  be  up- 
on the  1300  acres  so  released,  and  putting  up  proper  ma- 
chinery for  such  work.—  and  that  they  be  relieved  from 
the  balance  of  the  purchase,  viz :  1750  acres. 

Upon  which  the  Yeas  and  Nays  being  called  were  token 
as  follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs  Barnett,  Kirkpatrick,  Lattimore,   Lee, 
T«tiMidN»yi  Marshall,  Matthews,  and  Miller— 7. 

Nays.— Messrs  Beckett,  Garner,  Haney,  Henderson, 
Hooker,  Learn  Lemon,  Schwaller,  Sebum,  Taylor  said 
Treble-11. 

And  so  the  amendment  passed  in  the  Negative ;  Majority 

The  original  motion  being  again  proposed,  and  the  Yeas 
and  Nays  being  called,  were  taken  as  follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs  Beckett,  Garner,  Haney,  Henderson 
Hooker,  Learn,  Lemon,  Schwaller,  Seburn,  Taylor  and 
Treble -11. 
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\.\v.s,    M»'ssr«  llanifll,     Kirkpatnck,  l.utlimoro,  Ive,      .,\ 
Murshttll,  Miitthcws,  and  Miller    7.   . 

Rpnithiliwill 

And  80  Iho  motion  passed  in  the  AfHnnativo;  majority  4.   *"»'f'"'*"'- 

Moved  by  Mr.  Troblo,  seconded  by  AJr,  Garner, 

That  the  Warden  and  Treasurer  bo  and  they  are  hereby  JiViT'*'*' 
authorized  to  raise  u  temporary  loan  to  the  extent  of  Two      ,         , 
Thousand  Dollars  to  meet  the   current   expenses   of  the 
County,  upon  the  beat  ternjs  practicable,  until  moneys  shall 
be  realized  in  the  rei>;ular  way   of  collections  qv   asiites^-   .. 
ments. 

Moved  by  Mr  Treble,  seconded  by  Mr,  Garnor, 

That  this  Council  do  now  adjourn. 

At  six  o'clock  the  Council  adjourned  in  pursuance  of  the   C<»"n« "  «4 
motion. 


ft.;'.  U   i«\i'.n 

1'  X » '  '■     "  •  I  ' 


♦I"..!  » 


.'••*  u 


i'Mn^f':. 


■M,  -x^ 


■^■y.s^'.ix 


■X:       •'       ..-   ^  } 


fex". 


AI*I'K3I1>1A  A. 


I  l; 


'  A 


MISCELLAINTEOUS. 


.;.t 


-••^ 


Hamilton,  Ont.,  April  2nd,  1868. 

To  the  Municipal  Council  of  the  County  oj  Wetland :  ^  ., 

Mr.  AVilliam  Edgar  having  made  arrangements  io  pur- 
chase from  me  my  interest  in  the  Peat  Lands  bought  irom 
you  by  Messrs.  Edgar,  Kent  and  myself,  and  which  stands 
in  my  name  as  Trustee, 

Mr.  Edgar  and  Mr.  Kent  are  inlly  authorized  to  deal  with 
your  Council  in  reference  to  such  purchase,  in  the  applica- 
tion  before  your  Council  in  reference  thereto. 

Yours  Kespectfully, 

F.  W.  W ATKINS. 


PETITION  OF  WILLIAM  EDGAR  AND  EDWARD  R. 
KENT,  PRAYING  FOR  RELIEF  WITH  REFER- 
ENCE TO  THE  MARSH  LANDS  PURCHASED  BY 
THEM  AND  BY  MR.  WATKINS,  UPON  CONDITION 
THAT  THEY  GO  FORWARD  IMMEDIATELY  AND 
DEVELOPE  THESE  LANDS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF 
PEAT  MANUFACTURE. 

To  the  Honorable  the  County  Council  of  Wetland  in  Council 
Assembled:  ^'  / 

The  Petition  of  the  undersigned  Humbly  Sheweth  : 

That  your  petitioners  in  connection  with  one  F.  "W.  Wat- 
kins  did,  at  the  times  hereinafter  set  forth  purchase  Irom 
your  honorable  body,  2650  acres  of  Marsh  Lands  hereinafter 
mentioned  -  and  also  did  purchase  from  private  individuals 
400  acres  more,  making  in  all  3050  acres  \i  hich  are  located 
in  the  Townships  of  Humberstoue  and  Wainileet  in  the 
County  of  Wclland  and  which  they  now  hold  subject  to  the 
M()rti?}Vj:os  which  you  still  hold  }iu:ainst  Uu'in. 
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The  follovvins  is  a  doscription  of  the  Lots  comprising  the 
2C50  acres  above  alluded  to  -  together  with  the  prices  agreed 
to  be  paid  for  the  same,  and  the  dates  of  purchase,  to  wit : 
The  N.  is  of  Lots  1,  2,  3,  4, 6  and  7  in  the  3rd  Con.  of  Wain- 
fleet,  and  the  S.  is  of  lots  2  and  4  in  the  4thCon.  of  Wain- 

fieet  in  all 800  acres  at  $G  per  acre. 

The  S.  i  of  1  in  the  3rd  and  S  i  1  in 
tlje  4th 200       do    $10       do 

1000  acres. 
The  above  purchase  dates  4th  December,  1865,  upon  which 
one-Kfth  has  been  paid.    The  balance,  1650  acres,  was  pur- 
chased 15th  March,  1860,  and  one-sixth  paid  .thereon,  and 
comprises  Lots,  viz : 

N  J  of  5  in  3rd  and  S  J  of  3  in  4th     200  acres  at  $20  per  acre. 
S  is  of  2, 3,  4, 5,  6,  7,  8  and  9,  and 

N  is  of  8  and  9,  all  in  the  3rd 

Con.,  Wainfleet 1000  acres  at  $10  per  acre. 

The  whole  of  9  and  N  is  of  7  and 

8  in  the  2nd  Con..  Wainlleet     450  acres  at  $5.50    do 

1650  acres. 

Your  Petitioners  and  the  aforesaid  "Watkins  (to  whom 
these  lands  are  transferred,  and  in  whose  name  they  now 
stand  and  who  holds  the  same  in  trust  for  the  equal  benefit 
of  himself  and  each  of  your  petitioners)  have  paid  the 
County  the  first  instalment  thereupon  amounting  to  about 
$4,100,  and  have  also  paid  for  transfers,  registration  fees  and 
other  expenses  connected  therewith  at  least  $400  more. 

Of  the  principal  sum  remaining  unpaid,  two  instalments 
are  now  due  in  addition  to  the  interest  already  accumula- 
ted thereupon. 

Independent  of  the  foregoing  sums  your  petitioners  have 
also  paid  for  the  400  acres  before  referred  to,  and  this  added 
tothe  sums  already  paid  the  County,  together  with  the  va- 
rious expenses  incurred  by  them  in  making  surveys,  ex- 
amining machines,  traveling,  &c.,  &c.,  now  amounts  in 
gross  to  something  over  Seventeen  Thousand  Dollars.  The 
object  your  petitioners  have  had  in  making  this  very  largo 
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dUtldy  has  been  tci  niariiifacture  tlld  peat  coiitaiilod  in  those 
lands  into  fuel,  and  being  very  sanguine  ol'  ultimiite  snc^ 
ceSs,  they  have,  during  the  past  two  years,  devoted  tho 
greater  portion  of  their  time,  besides  spending  the  amount 
above  stated,  in  order  to  secure  success  in  this  matter.  And 
your  petitioners  have  no  doubt  if  this  their  enterprize  had 
been  successful,  it  could  not  have  failed  to  have  bestowed 
great  and  lasting  benefit  on  the  County  of  "Welland  as  well 
as  on  themselveis. 

Your  Petitirtners  having,  as  aforesaid,  tried  various  means 
both  in  the  shape  of  getting  up  companies  and  Otherwise, 
and  in  every  other  available  w*ay  with  which  they  are  ac« 
quainted,  have  ehdeaVdred  to  raise  the  monies  necessary 
for  working  capital  and  to  pay  for  these  lands,  and  alter  hav» 
Ing  repeatedly  tailed  in  securing  a  sufficient  amount  to  do 
both,  that  is  to  work  and  pay  for  the  lands  at  the  prices 
agreed  upon,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  to  appeal  to  your 
Honorable  body  for  such  relief  as  you  may  feel  disposed  to 
grant  in  the  premises,  trusting  that  you  Will*  After  careful* 
ly  iionsidering  the  dase  of  yOur  petitionetfij,  ftfel  inclined  to 
grant  them  what  they  ask,  and  thus  enable  them  to  go  on 
and  develope  these  lands  by  which  the  County  will,  in  the 
bpinibn  bf  your  Petitioners,  ultimately  redp  fdr  more  b(3nc» 
bfit  than  if  the  matter  is  left  in  its  preseiit  position. 

Your  Petitioners  haVe  been  Very  unwilling  to  make  any  ap- 
plication  to  your  honorable  body  for  relief  in  this  matter,  and 
Would  not  now  do  sO)  provided  they  had  available  means  of 
their  own  at  command)  but  as  is  herebefore  showUj  Seven> 
teen  Thousand  Dollars,  is  already  invested  and  in  order  to 
get  the  Fifty  Thousand  Dollars  working  capital  >Vhich  they 
require,  they  have  agreed  to  deposit  as  security  in  the  Bank 
subject  to  the  order  of  the  Directors  of  the  Company  they 
have  nowformedj  the  further  sum  ot  Twenty -five  Thou- 
sand Dollars  in  securities^  in  order  to  guarantee  the  Stock>> 
holders  12^  per  cent;  on  their  investment^  this  being  the 
case  it  is  useless  for  them  to  think  of  proceeding  unless 
some  arrangement  can  be  effected  with  your  honorable 
body  in  regard  to  the  amount  now  over  due  you  on  these 

JjanCtS.  ?.-         -    :.i        r-       V'      \-    '■    •■    -         V  f.',  j,;,;         r-~       ,  :.  I       J  '        -f---       _-■  (•%  ■   ^X 
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Before  l>foceediiig  iiirther  we  wish  to  state  some  amoii»:st 
others  of  the  reasons  and  causes  to  which  we  attribute  our 
faihire  thus  far : 

1st.  The  hijjh  price  agrded  to  be  paid  for  the  Lands. 

2nd  The  restrictions  placed  upon  the  same  in  the  shapo 
of  Bettkment  duties  and  tajtes. 
3rd.  The  amounts  and  interest  now  overdue  on  the  same. 
4th.  The  tightness  of  the  Money  market. 

5th.  The  nature  of  the  business  about  to  be  entered  Uponj 
it  being  comparatively  new  and  untried i 

0th I  The  large  amount  of  capital  that  must  necessarily 
be  expended  before  the  experiment  of  converting  the  Peat 
on  these  landsj  into  a  good  merchantable  fuel^  at  a  price 
that  will  compare  favorably  With  Wood  or  Coal,  and  in 
such  a  way  that  it  Will  leave  a  fair  profit  upon  the  outlay 
incurred -facts  which  can  only  be  determined  by  actual 
trial  and  working,  and  Avhich  may  result  either  in  largo 
proiits  or  immense  losses^ 

7th.  The  almost  complete  failure  of  all  similar  enterprizes 
(viz:  the  manufacture  of  Peat  B^uel)  in  the  United  States 
during  the  past  3  years. 

8th.  The  very  great  difficulty  of  raising  Money  for  any* 
thing  new  or  speculative  in  Canada,  either  by  public  or 
private  enterprize,  rendered  still  more  difficult  by  the 
recent  extensive  failures  of  such  schemes  in  the  Oil  region. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  pray,  that  the  claims  that  the 
County  now  have  upon  the  said  Lands  and  tho  incumber- 
ances  thereupon,  may  be  arranged  and  adjusted  in  such  a 
manner  so  as  not  to  stand  in  the  way  of  their  develop- 
ment-and  desire  that  a  settlemeht  oi  the  same  may  be 
made  and  the  whole  matter  placed  upon  such  a  basis  as 
will  enable  your  Petitioners  to  go  on  and  work  these  lands 
by  means  of  a  Company  which  they  have  formed  on  the 
basis  of  $50,000  working  capital,  a  sum  w^hich  they  deem 
requisite  and  necessary  to  expend  in  order  to  thoroughly 
test  this  matter,  and  which  amount  it  is  impossible  to  get  so 
long  as  the  County  holds  these  Lands  in  their  present  po- 
sition, as  no  persons  or  Company  would— neither  would  it 


be  advisable  to  ask  them  to' invest  their  means  in  operating 
upon  these  Lands  until  some  adjustment  of  the  difficulties 
before  pointed  out  is  arrived  at,  and  as  your  I^etitioners  arc 
averse  to  losing  the  amount  they  have  already  expended, 
and  as  they  cannot  obtain  money  from  others  without  a 
guarantee,  and  as  they  cannot  now  see  any  other  feasable 
way  of  raising  the  sum  they  require  for  working  capital 
&c.,  they  have  agreed  as  is  shown  in  their  prospectus )  to 
guarantee  to  any  person  taking  stock  in  their  Company  of 
12 i  of  the  iirsr  year  on  the  amount  of  their  subscription, 
and  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  same  (if  not  realized  from 
the  operations  on  the  Lands)  they  have  agreed  to  place  in 
some  Bank  in  this  Dominion,  $25,000  in  securities  which  will 
be  liable  to  be  sold  as  the  Directors  of  the  Company  shall 
see  tit,  in  order  to  pay  any  portion  of  such  deficiency  as 
may  occur,  and  thus  by  these  means  have  secured  the 
promise  of  sufficient  means  to  start  with  and  ultimately  ex- 
pect to  get  the  full  amount  required- 

From  the  foregoing  statement  you  will  see  that  in  ad- 
dition to  locking  up  our  available  means  the  onus  of  this 
enterprize  still  rests  upon  the  shoulders  of  your  Petitioners, 
and  the  losses  that  may  arise  in  working  the  Bog  should 
any  occur,  must  in  a  great  measure  be  borne  by  them — 
while  the  Shareholders  in  the  Company  and  the  County 
will  be  the  parties  most  benefitted  in  case  of  success. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  pray,  That  you  will  reduce 
the  price  of  some  portions  of  the  Lands  previously  named, 
and  that  such  deduction  shall  date  back  to  the  time  said 
Lands  were  purchased  Irom  the  County  by  us. 

That  you  will  throw  off  all  Interest  and  Taxes  on  all  the 
Lands  hereinbefore  mentioned  as  belonging  to  us,  to*wit: 
On  3050  acres  up  to  the  date  hereof,  that  ycu  will  do  away 
with  and  make  null  and  void  the  restrictions  and  settlement 
duties  (more  full  set  forth  in  your  Deeds)  on  the  said 
Lands,  as  these  will  be  more  than  counterbalanced  by  large 
expenditures  on  some  portions  of  the  said  property.  That 
you  will  give  us  the  right  of  Roads  such  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  lay  our  Tramways  &c.,  upon.    That  yoii  will  clean 
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out  the  Ditchos  ruuniiiK  through  our  property  to  their  ori- 
«;inal  depth. 

That  you  will  grant  us  the  privilege  of  selecting  irom 
the  unsold  Lands  of  the  County,  such  other  Lands  as  we 
may  require  for  the  purposes  of  erecting  buildings  &:c., 
thereupon,  and  such  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  successful 
working  of  our  business  at  a  price  not  to  exceed  Five  Dollars 
per  acre,and  on  the  same  terms  of  payment  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  with  regard  to  the  Lands  we  now  have,  and  to 
grant  us  a  reasonable  time  to  select  the  same,  such  time 
not  to  exceed  two  years  from  the  date  hereof.  Or  to  make 
the  matter  plainer,  as  far  as  the  amount  or  reduction  we 
ask  is  concerned,  we  wish  the  Lands  bought  by  us  from 
the  County  to  be  placed  at  the  following  figures  viz : 

800  acres  at  $6  per  acre,  to  be  reduced  to  $5  per  acre. 

450  acres  at  $5  50  to  be  reduced  to  $5. 

200  acres  bought  at  $20  to  be  reduced  to  Five  Dollars  per 
acre. 

1200  acres  bought  at  $10  to  be  reduced  to  Five  Dollars  per 
acre. 

The  whole  to  date  back  to  the  time  of  the  original  pur- 
chase, and  the  interest  upon  the  whole  3050  acres  to  be 
thrown  off  up  to  this  date.  By  placing  the  matter  in  this 
shape  we  shall  be  enabled  to  raise  working  capital  and  test 
the  matter.  The  relief  asked  for  if  granted  should  be  made 
conditional  upon  our  carrying  out  our  scheme  as  laid  down 
in  our  prospectus,  and  shall  be  of  no  effect  unless  we  do  so. 
And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

WILLIAM  EDGAK. 
EDWAIU)  R.  KENT. 

Hamilton,  April,  lHi)H. 


